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ip caſed the Father, et in bin 
. food al Falneſs dwell, . 


> H E Apoſtle aki his wfoul 


O07 


| Coloſſe, with a gest deat of | 
pleaſure, rakes noticeof their 
faichin Chriſt, and love to all 

dhe Saints; puts up ſeveral 
petitions o on lte account, for an increaſe 
ob ſpiritual knowledge, holineſs, ftuitful- 
neſs; patience and ſtrength; gives thanks 
for "gn ſpecial bleſſings of grace he and 
they were partakers of; ſuch as meetneſs 
for heaven, deliverarice from the-poyer of 
darkne(s;: a tranflation into the kingdom 
of Chriſt, redemprion through his blood, 
andithe forgiveneſs of fins; and then takes 
an occaſion to ſer forth the glories and ex- 
„ eee * of Chriſt'; who, 


on. he ” 


4 E Fulneſs of the Mediator. 

he ſays, ver. 15. is the image of the invi- 
the natural, eſſential, eternal, i 
created, perfect and expreſs. image of hi 
Father's perſon, whom no man hath ſe 
ar ay time; and tbe firſft-bornof every cr 
ture: Not that he was the. firſt eteatujre 


Apoſtte's reaſoning” in the next bee, for 

by him were all things created; and will be 

liable to this manifeſt - contradiction, that 
he was the creator of himſelf; but the 
meaning is, either that he is che only be- 

gotten of the Father from all eternity, be- 
ing the natural and eternal Son of God, 
who, as ſuch, exiſted before any creature 
was brought into being; or that he is he 
Arſt parent, or bringer forth of every crea- 
ture; as the word will bear to be rendred, 
_ if, inſtead of 7499/5ox@., we read g- 

la&, which is no more than changing the 


place of the accent; and may be W 


lh ventured upon, ſeeing the accents were 
Ali f atlded fince the Apoſtle's days, and eſ- 
-pecidlly, ſeeing it makes his reaſoning in 
the following -ver/es appear with much 
more beauty, ſtrength and force; he is the 
firſt parent of every creature, for 4 bim 

avere all things created that are in\heaven, 
and that. are, in earth, whether: tit be 
tbrones-0r domi nions, or principalities or 
gonvens ; ail things were created by bim and 
ur bimm and be 15 * all things, ond > 
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The Fulneſs of tbe Mediator. 5 
him all things conſiſt. Next the Apoſtle 
proceeds to conſider Chriſt in his offtege 
relation, and mediatorial capacity; and be 
is the bead of the body the cbureb, even of 
the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt- born, which are written in heaven, 
all che elect of God, over whom be is an 
head of dominion and power, and to 
F whom he is an head of influence and ſup- 
Ply 3; he adds, who 15 the beginning, both of 
the; old and new! creation, the firſt- born 
from the dead, who firſt roſe from the dead 
by his own power to an immortal life, is 
ſet down at the right hand of God, bas all 
judgment committed to him, that in all 
things be. might have the preeminence; for 
which. he is abundantly qualified, ſince it 
Pleaſed the. Father that in bim ſhould. all 
| Fulne/i dell. The method I ſhall take in 
| be his: cb pailage of n will 
IS ; a>. 10 T3537 


. ke To enquire what ſulneſi of chen is 
4 | here intended. 
II. To give ſome account of he nature 
d and properties of it. 
1 n To ſhew in what ſenſe it may be 
ſaid to duell in Chriſt, 
1 To, make it appear, that its dwel- 
ling in Chriſt is owing to the good- 
will and pleaſure of the F ather. 
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ſtle , to dwell in him; 
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and obirb rs to come; 0 is from ever. 
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 * $9F/T halenquire) what Folnefs ob Orig 


is here intended; ſinee the ſetiptures 
of more than ene! And, * 7 Kl 


| 5 2 t * Gad 4 15 he 101 i 4.34 N 211 3 
= 243 


Firſt, There is the 5 fulness of 
Chriſt. or the fulneſs of the deity, _ 
is ſaid by our Apoſtle; in this ſam 
;-for in him th 
all the feln of the Godhead bodily; There 
is no perfection eſſential to deity, but is in 
him; nor is there any the Father has, but 
he has likewiſe: Eternity is pecaliar £6 
the Godhead :-Chriſt was not only before 
aalen but before Adam, yea, before 
ny creature exiſted; he is the al * — 
che et and the laſt; the th 
Ng, which is, and which 


aps 


_ halling'to'everlaſting. /.Qmnipotence; or 
power of doing all things, can only be 


| | predicated of God. The works of crea- 


tion, providence,” redem ption, the -refur- 

rection of the dead, with other things, in 
which Chriſt has been concerned; loud ly 
proclaim him to be te Almighty. © Omni- 


ſeienee; another per fection of deity; may 


eaſily be obſerved in Jeſus Chriſt; be need 
ed not that i any ſnould teſtify of man, fob be 


knew. what ds in man <;" be is chat N 


42 4 11410 917 e Dise 
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The: Fubleſs'of tbe Mediator: 7 
unnd God, Who is. 4 diſcerner of the 
thaughts and tntents of the beart; neither 
in there any creature that is not manifeſt in 
bis fiabt, but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of bim with whom wwe have to 
dn; or to whom we muſt give an account; 
wo in a ſhort time will make all the 
churabes, yea, all the world know, tliat he 
it 48 tuich 1/earcheth the reins and hearts: 
Omnipreſenee and immenſity are proper 
* and are to be found in Chriſt 

who was in heaven at the ſame time 

— here on earth; which he could not 
be;oifche! was not the omnipreſent God, 
anhyq more than he could make goad the 
rs wn has made, that he will be with 

le when they meet in his name, 
aud Els his miniſters: unto the end of the 
world nor could he be preſent with his 
churelles in all places, as he certainly is; 
nat fill all things, as he certainly does. 
Immutability only belongs to God: Chriſt: 
ig the /ame yeſitrday, to day, and ſor euer: 
Ia ſhort, independence and neceſſary exi- 
ſtence, which are eſſential to deity; are ae 
beaſcribed to him; for he is God of him- 
ſelfs Though as man and mediator, | he 
had al life communicated to him from the 
Father s yet as God, he owes his being to 
none it is not derived from another, he 


„Nel iu, 1, 13. Rev, ii. 23. e Heb: Nil. 8. 
nad 47 | is 


$ The Fidneſs of the Mediator. 
is oer all, Gad bleſſed: for ever,” and muſt, 
therefore, be the frue God and eternal lift. 
If any perfection of deity was wanting in 
him, the folneſs, all the fulneſs of it 
could not be ſaid to dwell in him, nor he 
be ſaid, asu be is, to be egual with Gad. 
Now ſome think that: this is the fulneſsdes 
ned in our text, and read it, he. 
F the\ Gaubend, which ſeems to be tran- 
ſcribed; from anot her paſſage in this epiſtle) 
already mentioned; and ſuppoſe that this! = 
ſuits well with the Apoſtle's deſign in 
proving the primacy and preeminenoe f 
Chriſt over all things: But it ſnould beob- 
ſerved, that the fulneſs: of the deity poſe: 
ſeſſod by the Sor of Od d not depend 
on the Father's will and pleaſure j but fs! 
what} as ſuch, he naturally and neceſſarily 


SA enjoys by a participation of the ſam un £ 


divided nature and eſſenee with the Father 
and Spirit; and therefore cannot be: rh. 


i 7 : 1 | : * 8 ” 
1 Mies here intended. util 
i} c 

1 

| i 


candy, There is a relative fulneſs! 
which belongs to Chriſt, and is no other 
than hit body the church, of which he is: 
head; whois call'd “ ebe fauſne/s of bim tbat 
filleth alli im all; and for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe ſhe is Alle by him. When allabe! 
elect are gathered, the fulneſs of the: G- 
tiles btuught in, and all: yal ifavedy! 


+ Vids N and Gomprus in loc. a1 r Eph. 15g. s 


of 
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The Fulneſs of the Mediator. 
when theſe. are fill'd with all che gifts and 


grace of God deſigned. for them, and are 
grown up to their juſt proportion in the 


| body, and have attained to the meaſure of 


the. flatare of the fulneſi of Cbriſt, then 
will chey ſtrictly be, and may be truly 
call d ſo. Some interpreters are of opi- 
nion, that this is the fulneſs here meant: 
But, though the church dwells in Chriſt, 
and he in her, and that through the good 
will and pleaſure of the Father ; and 
though ſhe is compleat in Chriſt, and, is 
faid te to be his fulneſs; yet, properly ſpeaks 
0s, is not ſo yet, at leaſt in ſuch ſenſe as 


ſhe will be: Nor is {be ever ſaid to be all 
Fulngſi, as in the text, and therefore can- | 


not be here intended. * 

\ Thirdly, There is a fulneſs of fines "A's 
abilities in Chriſt to diſcharge his work and 
office as mediator, which greatly lies in his 
being both God and man, or in the union 
of the two natures, divine and human, in 
one perſon. Hereby he becomes abundant- 


* qualified to be 20 day s man betwixt us, 
ahle 10 lay bis hand upon us botb; or in 


ther Words, to be. the mediator between, 
ad and man; to be both a merciful and 
I bigbprieſt, in things pertaining to 
Goa, — fo make. reconciliation for the fins 
of «the people For. being man, he had 


o Vid. Beza and Gomarus in loc. — 33. 


1 Tim. M. 3. Heb. ii. 177 | 
Agia B ſome- 
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10 The Pulneſs of the Mediator: 
ſomewhat to offer in ſacrifice to God, and 
was thereby capable of making ſatisfacti- 
on in that nature which finned, which the 
law and juſtice of God ſeem to have re- 
Juired, and alſo of conveying the bleſſings 
of grace procured by him to elect men; 
for which reaſon, he took not on bim the 
nature of Angels, but the feed of Abraham. 
The holineſs of Chriſt's human nature 
greatly fitted him to be an high-prieſt, ad- 
vocate, and interceſſor, and very often an 
emphaſis. is put upon this in the ſacred. 
writings as when he is ſaid* fo take away 

, and in bim is no ſin, to offer up him- 
felf without pot to God, and we are ſaid 
to be redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, 
as of a lamb without ſpot and blemiſh : And, 
indeed, ſuch a redeemer is proper for us, 
uch an advocate ſuits us, who is Jeſug 
Chriſt the rigbteous; ſuch an high-prieſt 


Hecame ns, is every way fit for us, who is 


Holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 

finners. Being God as well as man, there 
zs 2 ſufficient virtue in all his actions and 
ſufferings to anſwer what they were deſign- 
ed for ; in his blood to cleanſe from all ſin, 
in his righteouſneſs to juſtify from it, and 
in his ſacrifice to expiate and atone for 
it. Being the mighty God, he could tra- 
vel in the greatneſs of his ſtrength, 1 
be: k x John 5 Heb. is 14. 1 Pet & 79, by 
. Soo? | nigh 


22 eee . 1. — 


Tbe Fulneſs of the Mediator. 11 
nigh to God for us, offer up himſelf to 
God, bear our fins, and all the puniſhmenc 


due unto them, without failing or being 


diſcouraged ; his own arm alone was capa- 
ble of bringing falvation to himſelf and 


us ; there is nothing wanting in him, to 


make him a compleat Saviour of the body 
and head of the church. Now, this may 
be taken into the ſenſe of our text, yet is 
not the whole of it: For, 

Fourtbih, There is a diſpenſatory, come 
municative fulneſs, which is of the Fa- 
ther's good will and pleaſure, put into the 
hands of Chriſt, ro be diſtributed unto 


others: And this 1 is principally as, r 


, and i is, 

1. A fulneſs of nature. Chriſt is the 
head of every man,” and the head over all 
things to the church; God has appointed 
him heir of all things even in nature: 
The light of nature is in him and from 
him; and he is the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world: 
The things of nature are all with him, 
and at his diſpoſal; the earth is the Lord's, 
and the fulneſs pats =; and he gives it to 
his choſen and ſpecial people in a peculiar 


manner: The bleſſings of nature are Wiſ- 


dom' $ left-hand 0 as thoſe of 


| Jo R v pfal. xxiv. 1. 
bus B 2 grace 


12 The Fulneſs of the Mediator, | 
grass ate ber right-hand ones: The world, 
and: they that dwell therein, are his, even 
themen of the world; the wicked part of 

world are, in ſome ſenſe, given unto 
him, to be ſubſervient to the ends of his 

mediatorial kingdom and glory. A- of 
mie, ſays the Father to him, and I ſhall 
give thee the Heathen for thine — 
and ube utter moſt parts F the eartb for: thy ' 
poſſeſſion, which can't be underſtood of the 
choſen veſſels of ſal vation; fince it fol- 
lows,. Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of 
i on, thou alt daſh 200 in pieces like 4 
W s veſſel. 

2. A fulneſs of grace Chriſt is aid 
to be full of grace and truth; and it is of 
this fulneſs that the believer receives, and 


grace for grace, a ſort of a fulneſs out of 


4. Me e al kind of grace, every meaſure, and 
PTY en ol! it. e glg 


i (a here is 4 . af the ſwitie of 
grace, and of the gifts of the ſpirit in 
Cbriſt Fot he is the lamb in the midſt» of. 
the throne, having ſeven horns and ſeven 
eyes, Mbich are the ſeven ſpirits of Gad® ; 
not ſeven diſtinct . perſonal ſubſiſtencies; 
but the phraſe deſigns the one bleſſed ſpi- 

ric of God, and e eee of hisgifes 
7 We 1 | 221 8 fag of 


"9 Phi TING * John, 14 16. 
: Rev. v. 6. 
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and grace, ſignified by the number /ever, 
which; in the moſt enlarged ſenſe, dwell 
in Chtiſt; the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 


Landing. the ſpirit of counſel] and might, 


the ſprrit , knowledge, and of the fear of 


the Lord * reſt upon him; he is anointed 


with: the oil of gladne/s, the Holy Ghoſt, 
above bis fellows, any of the ſons of men, 
who are made partakers of his grace and 
Nory ; for God giveth not the ſpirit by mea- 
ſure ia him. All thoſe extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, with which the Apo- 
ſtles were filled on the day of Pentecoſt, 
were given from Chriſt, as the head of 
the church; who, when he aſcended to 
heaven to fill all things, received gifts for 
men, and gave them to them, to qualify 
them for extraordinary work and ſervice: 
And he has been in all ages ſince, more 
or leſs; beſtowing gifts on men, to fic 
them for the work of. the miniſtry, and for 
the edifying of his body the church, and 
the reidue o the ſpirit is with him. 


(2) There is a tulneſs of the bleſſinge 
of grace in Chriſt. 


grace is order'd: in all things, as well as 


ſure, it's full of all ſpiritual bleſſings. 
Now tbis covenant is made with Chriſt, 
it is in bis hands, yea, he is the covenant 
itſelf 3 all the bleſſings of it are wpor the 


bead, 
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14 The Nulueſo of the Mediator. 
head, and in the hands of our antitypical 
7 ofeph, even on the- crown of the head of 
him vbo was ſeparate from his brethren ; 
and therefore, if any are bleſſed with theſe. 
bleſfings, they are bleſſed - with them in 
heavenly places in Chrift: And, indeed, in 
a very ſtrange and ſurpriſing manner do 
they come from» him to us, even through 
his being made a-curſe for-us; for he was 
made a curſe for us, that the bleſſing oP 
Abraham. might come on the Gentiles 
through him: - Particularly, there is in 
Chriſt a fulneſs of juſtifying, pardoning,: 

adopting, and ſanctifying grace. : 
There is a fulneſs of juſtifying grace in 
him. One part of his work and office, as 
mediator, was fo bring in everlaſting righ= 
teouſneſs ; a righteouſneſs anſwerable to all 
the demands of law and juſtice, which. 
ſhould anſwer for fg people in a time to 
- come, and laſt for ever; ſuch a righteouſneſs 
he has wrought out and brought in, by 
which juſtice is ſatisfied, the law is mag- 
niied and made honourable, and with 
which God is well pleaſed: Whence he is 
truly called , The Kora our righteouſneſs, 
andthe jun of righteouſneſs, from whom: 
alone we have our juſtifying righteouſneſs. 
Now this righteouſneſs wrought out by the 
Son of God, is in him, and with him, as 


4 Jer, Xxiii. 6. Mal. i W. &» = F > 
the 
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the author and ſubject of it; and to him 


are ſenſible ſouls directed, to him they 
look, and to him they apply for it; and 
every one for themſelves ſay, as their faith 
grows up, ſurely, in the Lord have I righ- 
reauſneſs and firength : From him they re- 
ceive this gift of righteouſneſs, and with it 
an abundance of grace, 4 flow, an over- 
flow of it. As it was freely wrought out 
for them, tis freely imputed to them, and 
beſtowed upon them, without any conſide- 
ration of their works; and is ſo full and 
large, that it is ſufficient for the juſtifica- 
tion of all the elect, and that from all 
things, from which they could not be juſti- | 
fied in any other way. 

There is alſo a fulneſs of pardoning 
grace in Chriſt, The covenant of grace 
bas largely and fully provided for the for- 
giveneſs of the ſins of all the Lord's peo- 
ple. One conſiderable branch of it is, 7 
will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, 


and their fins and their intquities will I re- 


member no more. In conſequence of this 
covenant, and che engagements of Chriſt 
in it, his blood has been ſhed for many, 
Jer the remiſfion of fins. The iſſue of which 
is, that in bim we have redemption through 
* blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins,” ac- 
cording to the riches of bis grace; which, 


© Heb. Vu, 4 * Matt. XXVI. 28. Epl: i 1. 7 * 
2 as 


16 The Fillieſs of the Mediatbr. 
as it is entirely free, the riches, the glory 
of grace and mercy, are eminently dif- 
_ play'd in it, fo it is large and abundant, 
full and compleat ; for God, purſuant to 
the covenant.of his grace, and looking 
upon the precious blood of his Son, for- 
gives all the treſpaſſes of his people; paſt, 
preſent, and to come: Through the man 
Chriſt Jeſus is preached unto us, and 
beſtowed upon us, the free and full for- 
giveneſs of our tranſgreſſions. This is th 
declaration of the goſpel; and what makes 
it good news and glad tidings to ſenſible 
'finners, that whoſoever believeth in bim ſhall 
receive remiſſion of fins, AAS 
There is likewiſe a fulneſs of adopting 
 _ grace in Chriſt. The bleſſing of the adop- 
tion of children ſprings originally from 
the love of the F a "Bebold, 72 the 
Apoſtle Jobn “, ' what manner of love the 
Fatber Leb beſtowed upon 6.4 that . we 
| ſhould be called the fans of God. Predeſti- 
nation to it is by, or through Jeſus Chriſt: 
The enjoyment of it is. greatly owing to 
the redemption which is in him; for he 
came to redeem them! that were under tbe 
lam, that we might receive the adoption of 
un The right, the. privilege, the li- 
berty of becoming the ſons of God, is actu- 
ally given forth from Chriſt, to them that 
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receive iim and believe in him; ſo that ; 
fo thoſe who are the children of God, are > 
it; openly and dcelagatively ſo by Faith in 1 
to Corif Feſus. 4 
g Add to this, That there. is a fulneſs of 
a ies grace, in Chriſt, The whole $ 


t. ſtock and fund of the ſaints holineſs is in 
* Chriſt's hands; he is their ſandtiſication, as 
d well as their righteouſneſs it is of bis ful- 
N - neſs they receive one ſort of grace, as well 
6 as another: All the holineſs is derived to 
3 bing, Jean Chriſt, which they are made 
8 rtakers of in life, and which is made 
7 perfect in the hour of death; for without 
. holineſs, even perfect holineſs, no man ſhall 
er the Lord”. In che firſt work of con- 
: » verſion, , a large. meaſure of ſanctifying 
| grace is given. forth from Chriſt ; , when 
| - the grace of our Lord is exceeding. abundaiit 
. 10110 Jaith and love which. is, in Chriſt 
| FJeſis : As be is the author and finiſher 
: of. faith, he is the author and finiſher of 
every othet grace; every mealure of it is 
- Owing to him, every ſupply of it is from 
him: There is a fulneis of all grace in 
Chriſt; ro ſupply. all. our wants, ſupport 
our perſons; and to carry us lafely and 
: eomfortably., through this wilderneſs : 
There is 4 fulneſs of light and life, of wiſ- 
. dam apd Re: Rrephgh! and. ability, 
4 10 1 Heb. xii 4 85 4 The. 5 14. 
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Joy, peace, and comfort in him : All ſpi- 
ritual light is in him, and from him. As 
_ all that light which was ſcattered through- 
out the whole creation, was on the fourth 
day collected together, and put into the 
great Juminary the ſun, ſo all fulneſs of 
ſpiritual light dwells in Chriſt, the: Sun of 
"righteouſneſs, from whom we receive all 
we have; which by degrees grows, in- 
© creaſes, and ſhines more and more unto the 
perfect day: All ſpiritual life is in him, 


with him is the fountain of it; from him 
wie have the living principle of grace, and 


by him it is maintained in us unto eternal 
fe. In him are bid all the treaſuret f 
viſdom and knowledge, and from him they 
are communicated to us. As in him is 
righteouſneſs to juſtify us, ſo in bim is 
© fkrength to enable us to oppoſe every cor- 


ruption, withſtand every enemy, exerciſe 
every grace, and diſcharge every duty: 
| Though we cannot do any thing of our- 


ſelves, and without him can do nothing; 
yet through him ſtrengthening us we can 
do all things.” In a word, there is a full 


ſpuntain, and a ſolid foundation of all ſpi- 


ritual peace, joy and comfort in Chriſt: 
tbere is any conſolation to be had any 


where, it is in Chi; it ariſes from and is 
founded upon his perſon, blood, righte- 


ouſnefs and facrifice ; in a view of which 


- believer is ſometimes filled with joy un- | 


| ſpeakable, 
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Jpeatable, and full of glory 


for Chriſt, abound in us, ſo 0ur conſolation 


alſo aboundeth by Chriſt *, There is a s 


in Chriſt ſufficient for us to bear us. 


under, and bear us through all RE 1 | 


exerciſes and afflictions of life, to make us 
fruitful in every good work, and to cauſe 
us to hold on and out unto the end. There. 
is a fulneſs of fructifying and perſevering 
cs in Chriſt, - 

(3.) There is a fulneſs of the promiſes 
of grace in Jeſus. There are many ex- 
ceeding great and precious promiſes, ſuited 
to the various caſes and circumſtances of. 
the children of God. There never has 
been a caſe a believer has been in ſince the 
creation of the world, and I may venture 
to ſay, there never will be one to the end 
of it, but there is a promiſe given forth 
ſuitable to it. The covenant of grace is 
full of theſe promiſes; from thence they 
are tranſcribed into the goſpel, and are 
ſpread all over the bible; and what is beſt 
of all; all the promiſes of God are in Chriſt; 
yes, and in bim amen, to tbe glory of God by 
ws; they are all put into his hands for our 
uſe, and are all ſafe and ſecure in him, wha 
will ſee to it, that they are all actually 
oo folly accompliſh d ʒ not only the grand 
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: For as the ſuf-" 
ferings of Chriſt,” ee which we ſuffer. 
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20 The Fulneſs of the Mediator. 
promiſe of life, even of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lye, promiſed before the 
world began, 7s in Chriſt Feſus, but all 
other promiſes are in him likewiſe : Sa 
that whoſoever are partakers of them, are 
partakers of them in him, by the goſpel. 

3. Beſides the fulneſs of nature, and of 
253 which is in Chriſt, there is alſo che 

ulnefs of glory, and of eternal life and 
happineſs. God has not only put the 
grace of his people, but their glory alſo 
into the hands of Chriſt: Their portion, 
their inheritance,” is reſerved for them 
with him; where it is ſafe and ſecure. 
They are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
__ Chrift; ſo that their: eſtate is ſure unto 
them. As their /ife of grace, ſo their life 
of glory is hi with Cbriſt in God; and 
when Chriſt who is their life ſhall appear, 


2 they all appear with bim in glory; which 


will greatly conſiſt in being like to Chriſt, 

; and ſeeing bim as be is. The ſaints will 
be like to Chriſt, both in body and ſoul. 
Their bodies, which ate redeemed by his 
blood, and are members of him, will be 
Jaſbioned like unto bis glarious body, in ſpi- 
rituality, immortality, incotruption, power 
and glory; and will ſbine forth as the ſun, 
With brightneſs and Yuſtre, in the kingdom 
of their Father. Their ſouls will be made 
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like 
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like to Chriſt in knowledge and holineſs, 
ſo far as creatures are capable of. They 
will then ſce him as he is, behold his me- 
diatorial glory, view him for themſelves, 
and not another; will be inexpreſſibly de- 
lighted with the excellencies of him, and 
always continue with him, and be in his 
preſence; in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of 
Joy, and at whole right-hand are pleaſures 

ar evermore, Now all this is ſecur'd in 
Chriſt for the ſaints; all which they may 
expect, on this they may depend: for it 
is the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this li ife is in his Son *. 


Thus all fulneſs of nature, grace and 


glory, is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, I 
proceed, 


"It To give ſome account of the nature 
and properties of this fulneſs; particularly 
the fulpeſs of grace. And, 


1. It is a very antient one. We are not 


to ſuppoſe. that this fulneſs was firſt put 
into Chriſt's hands upon his aſcenſion to 
heaven, and ſeſſion at the right-hand of 
God; for though he is then ſaid to have 
received gifts for men, and to have given 
them to them, becauſe there was then an 
extraordinary diſtribution of the gifts and 


grace of the ſpirit to the * yet God 


bo 1 John v. It, 


had 


| 
+ 
I 
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had given the ſpirit to Chriſt without 
meaſure long before. The diſciples in the 
days of his fleſh, in his ſtate of humilia- 
tion, when the word being made flaſb dwelt 
among them, beheld bis glory, the glory as 
of: the only; begotten of. the Father, full of 
grace and truth*. And long before them 
Haiab faw this branch of his glory, Bis 
7rgin filling the temple, All the Old Te- 
ſtament ſaints looked to him, believed in 
bim, and depended on him, as their living 
Redeemer.; one and all ſaid, Surely in the 
Lord have. I righteouſneſs and frengtb . 
They were ſupplied with both, out of this 
fulneſs : They drew water with joy, out 
of the wells of /alvation in Chriſt; and 
were ſaved by the grace of the Lord Jeſus, 
even as we are. Yea, this matter is to be 
carried ſtill higher, not only to Old Te- 
ſtament times, or to the foundation of the 
World, but even into eternity it ſelf.” For 
as carly as che elect were giyen to Chriſt, 

To'early was grace given to them in him; 
Which was before the world began; as 
early as the choice of them in him, which 
was before the foundation of the world, 
ſo early were they blefſed with all ſpi- 


ritual bleffings in him ; as early as Chriſt 
was the Mediat r of the covenant, and 7 
that; Was as early as the covenant it ſelf, 


e John i. 14. 1 7 
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-which'was from everlaſting, ſo early was 


4 


. 


this fulneſs of grace depoſited; with him, 


The Lord poſſeſſed me, ſays Wiſdom, or 


Chriſt , that is, with this all fulneſs of 


8 


* 


: 
=_ 


* 


& 


ing grace towards them. 


grace, in the beginning of his Ways of 
grace; he began wich this, before bis 
works of old, of creation and providence : 
T was ſet up from everlaſting, from the be- 
ginning, or ever the earth was, as the Me- 
diator of the covenant, entruſted' with all 


the bleſſings and promiſes of it. Now 


this ſerves greatly to ſet forth the eternity 
of Chriſt's perſon, the antiquity of his 
office, and the early regard Fehovah had 
ta his choſen people; which ſtrongly ex- 
preſſes his wondrous love, and diſtinguiſh- 

2. This fulneſs is a very rich, and an 
inriching one. Tis a fulneſs of truth, 


as well as of grace; for Chriſt is full of 


grace and trutb, which the goſpel largely 
opens to us; every truth of which is a 


pearl of great price, and all together make 


up an ineſtimable treafure, more valuable 


than all the riches of the Indies. Now in 
Chriſt are laid up and bid all the treaſures 


; 
» 


of 2i/dom and knowledge. What a rich, 
and inriching ſtock, fund, and fulneſs of 
truth, is chere in Jeſus Chrift! The promiſes _ 
of grace are precious ones to all thofe who 
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Have ſeen the grace that is in them, to 
whom they have been opened by the Holy 
Spirit of promiſe, and have bean by him 
ſuitably and ſeaſonably applied; to ſuch 
they are exceeding precious indeed, they 
are like apples of gold in pictures of filver, 
rejoiced at more than at a great ſpoil, and 
eferred to all the riches of the world; ; 
and theſe, as has been obſerved, are all in 
Chriſt; There are not only riches of 
grace, but riches of glory in Chriſt, even 
unſearebable ricbes, which can never be 
traced out or told over, which are ſolid 
and ſubſtantial, latisfying, laſting and du- 
rable. Through the poverty of Chriſt we 
are enriched with thoſe riches here and 
hereafter; and this ſerves much to en- 
hance the glory, excelleney, freeneſs and 
fulneſs of his grace: For ye know the grace 
. of our Lord Feſus Chrift, that though be 
283 rich; yet for your ſakes he became poor, 
\ that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
4 3. This fulneſs is entirely free, with re- 
a to the ſpring: and ſource: of it, the 
iſtribucion of it, the perſons concerned 
in it, and the manner in which they re- 
"cejve from it. The ſoorce and ſpring of 


Ir is the ſovereign good-will and pleaſure, 


grace, and love of God. II pleaſed the 
Father ro lay ug in Chriſt: tle Warns 
14” C 1% ABT: 

i Car vii. 9. 8 


| l induced 
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induced to it by any thing in his people, 
or done by them; for it was laid up in 
Chriſt antecedent to their having done 
good or evil. He could not be influenced 
by their faith and holineſs to do it; ſince 
theſe are received out of it: For of bis 
Fulneſs have we all received, and grace for 
grace; one grace as well as another, every 
ſort of grace, and faith, and holineſs 
among the reſt: Nor could he be moved 
to it by their good works; ſeeing theſe 
are fruits of that grace which is derived 
from it. Tis indeed ſaid to be for them 
that fear him, and 7ru/t in him; but theſe 


phraſes are only deſcriptive of the perſons 


who have received from it, and are made 


ſo by it. Not that their fear and faith 


were the cauſes or conditions of it: For 
then the goodneſs of God would not be 
ſo largely ditplay'd in it, as the P/a/miſt” 
ſuggeſts; when he ſays, O how great 1s 
thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid up for 
them that fear thee, which thou baſt 
wrought, or appointed, or made for them 


that truſt in thee, before the ſons of nem 


And as it was freely laid up, tis as freely 


diſtribured;; our Lord gives it out Jie. 


rally, and upbraideth not; he gives this 
living water to all that ask it of him, yea, 
to them that ask it not; he gives more 
grace, large meaſures, freſh ſupplies of 
i 1 Plal. xxxi. 19. 

* D 9 


99 


q 
o 
1 
3 
- 
| 
} 
4 
1 
4 
{ 
4 
| 


* 4 
— 


* _ 4.» "" "> of - : n 
—ů—ů— A 


26 The Fulneſs of the Mediator. 
it, to his humble ſaints, readily and chear- 
fully, as they ſtand in need of them; 
he withholds no good thing from them 
that walk uprightly. The perſons to 
whom it is given are very unworthy, and 
yet heartily welcome. Whoever: is fhir- 
cy, and has a will to come, may come 
and take the water of life freely; ſuch 
who have no money, nor any thing that is 
of a valuable conſideration, who have 
neither worth, nor worthineſs of their 
own, may come and buy wine and mill 
without money, and without price. And 
whereas this fulneſs of Chriſt, this 
well of grace is deep, and we have no- 
thing to draw with, faith, the | bucket 
of ith ig freely given: That grace, 
by which we receive of it, is not of our- 
ſelves, it is the gift of Gd; and with this 
e draw water with joy out of the full 
: 6% off een Nn are in ann 
Jeſus. | 
4. This fulneſs is n As 
the whole family in heaven and in earth 5s 
named of Chriſt, ſo ic is maintain'd by 
him If by the family i in heaven we un- 
derſtand the angels, as it was, uſual with 
the Jews." to call them a family, and the 
family” above; N largo meaſures of 


„ Tangim io Cat 15 e in Med Fol. 102. 
2 Ed Sulzbac. almad Beracot, Fol. 17. 
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confirming grace have the ele& angels re- 


ceived from Chriſt! For he is the head 
of grace to them, as well as to us; we are 


compleat in him, which is the head of all 


principality, and power”, Or, if by the 


family in heaven, is meant the ſaints who 


are gone to glory; what a vaſt deal of 
grace has been expended out of this fulneſs 
to bring them thither! The grace of our 
Lord has been abundant, ſuperabundant ; 
it has flow'd, and overflow'd; there has 
been a pleonaſm, a redundancy of it in 
the caſe of a ſingle believer. O what muſt 
the aboundings of it have been to all che 
ſaints in all ages, times and places, ſince 
the foundation of the world! And ſtill 
there is enough for the family on earth yet 
behind. Chriſt is ſtill 2% fountain of all 
his gardens, the churches, @ well of' Irving 

which ſupplies them all, and /ireams 


Water, Wn d a 
From Lehanan, which ſweetly refreſh and 


delight them. His gract is ſtill /ficren? 
for them, it is like the author of it, who 
has (treaſured it op in Chriſt, it charges 
not; and like the ſubject in whom it 
dwells, it is the ſame to day, yeſterday, and 


11 Ty 


III. To ſhew in what ſenſe this fylhe 
may be ſaid to due in Chriſt, and 'what 
that phraſe imports. And, 1 
Col. ii. 10. N 
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28 The Fulneſs of the Mediator. 

x. It expreſſes the being of it in him. Tr 
is not barely in intention, in deſign and 
purpoſe, bur it is really and actually in him; 
It is given to him, put into his hands, and 
laid up in him: And hence it comes to be 
communicated to the ſaints; becauſe it is 


— — 


in him, they receive of it, and grace for 
grace. He is the head in whom it dwells, 
they are members of him, and fo derive it 


from him. He is theirs, and they are his, 


and ſo all that he has belongunro them. His 
perſon is theirs, in whom they are accepte 

with God; bis blood. is theirs, to cleanſe 
them from all ſin; his righteouſneſs theirs, 


to juſtify them from i it; his ſactifice theirs, 


to atone for it; and his fulneſs theirs, to 


ſupply all their wants; and our of this 


— are ſo filled, as to be faid · to be full 


of, fa Holy Ghoſt, / full of faith, and full 
{6 goodneſs : Not We they are ſo in ſuch 
n 


ſe as Chriſt is; for this fulneſs is in him 
ithout meaſure, in them in meaſure; 
tis in him as an overflowing fountain, but 
in them as ſtreams from it. This fulneſs 


is in Chriſt, and in no other. The wells 


of ſalvatiön are only in him, there is fal- 


vation in no other, tis in vain to expect it 
from any other quarter; no degree of ſpi- 


ritual light and life, grace ahd holineſs, 
| Pence, Joy and comfort, is to be had 


© . 3. 9. Rom. XV, 14. 


al 
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elſewhere. Such therefore who neglect, 
overlook, or forſake this fountain of living 


waters, bew out cifterns, broken eiſterns that 


can bold no water . Wherefore it becomes 
all who have any knowledge of them- 
ſelves, any ſenſe of their wants, and views 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt, to apply to him; 
for whither {ſhould any go, but to him 


_ who has the words of eternal life? 
2. Ir imports the continuance of it with 


him. It is an abiding fulneſs, and yields a 
continual, daily ſupply ; believers may go 
every day to it, and receive out of ic; 
the grace that is in it will be always ſuf. 
ficient for them, even to the end of their 
days. And to this abiding nature of it, 
the perpetual dwelling of it in Chriſt, is 


owing the ſaints final perſeverance ; for, 


becauſe be lives as foll of grace and truth, 


they do and ſhall live alſo. Great reaſon 


ha ve believers to be ftrong in the grace 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus s. This fulneſs 
will abide in Chriſt unto the end of time, 
until all the ele are gathered in, and they 
are filled with grace, and made meet for 
glory. There will be as much grace, and 


as large a ſufficiency of it for the laſt be- 


liever that is born into the world, as for 
the firſt, Beſides, there is a fulneſs of glo- 
ry in Chriſt, gas will abide in Hicp to 


A 13. T6692 y 3 Tim, l. *. 
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all eternity ; out of which the ſaints will 

be continually receiving glory for glory, 

as here grace for grace; they will have all 

their glory from and through Chriſt then, 

as they now have all their grace from him 

and through him. oF 

; 1 It denotes the ſafety, and ſecurity of 
Every thing that is in Chriſt is, ſafe 

ay denne. The perſons of God's ele& 


being in him are in the utmoſt ſafety, 


none can pluck. them out of his hands. 
Their grace being there it can never be 
loſt, their glory being there they can never 
be depriv'd of jt, Their 4%½ bath of grace 
and glorꝶ is bid with Chriſt in God, and ſo 
out of, the reach of men and devils. 
Chrift is the ſtorehouſe and magazine of 
all grace and glory, and a well fortified 
one; be is a rock, a ſtrong tower, a place 
of 1 ſuch an one as the gates of 


ty] ol Fand prevail Ne L haſten, 


Iv. To walk it appear, xhac the being 
and. dwelling of this fuloeſs, in Chriſt is 
owring to che goodwill and Harlan of che 
. <5 1 201 [] 7 12 

The pbraſe, The Father, is not. indeed 


in the original text, but is rightly ſupplied 


by our tranſlators; ſince he is expreſly men- 
tion d in the context, and is ſpoken of as 


be who makes the ſaints meet to be par- 


takers of che heavenly Story, who delivers 


8 from 


* 


The Fulneſs of the Mediator. 31 


from the power and dominion of fin and 
Satan, and tranſlates into the kingdom of 
his dear ſon, ver. 12, 13. and as he who 
by Chriſt reconciles all chings to himſelf, 
whether in heaven or in earth, even ſuch 
who were alienated and enemies: in their 
minds unto him, ver. 20. 21. Now, 

1. It is owing to the good- will of the 
Father to his Son, that this fulneſs dwells 


in him. Chriſt was even as mediator, as 


one brought up with bim, daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him *, and fo he al- 


ways continued to be; and. as an evidence 


and demonſtration of ir, he treaſured up 


all fulneſs in him. This ſeems to be che 


import of our Lord's words, when he 
fays „ The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
put all things into bis bands; that is, he 
hath ſhewed his love to him, and given a 
full proof of it, by committing all things 
to + my tò be at his will and difpoſal. This 
ſenſe of the words well agrees with the con- 
text, which repreſents Chriſt in his media- 


torial capacity, as exalted by the Father, 
with this view, that in all things be might © 


have the preeminence. Wy 
2. It is owing to the good-will of the 
Father to the elect, that this fulneſs dwells 


in Chriſt ; for it is for their ſakes, and 


upon their account, that it is put into the 
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32 The Hulneſo of the Mediator. 
hands of Chriſt. God has loved them witli 


an everlaſting love; and therefore takes 


everlaſting care of them, and makes ever- 
laſting proviſion for chem. They were the 


objects of his love and delight from ever- 


laſting; and therefore he ſer up Chriſt as 
mediator from everlaſting; and poſſeſſed 
him with this fulneſs for them. There 


was good- will in God's heart towards theſe 
ſons of men; and therefore it pleaſed him 
to take ſuch a ſtep as this, and lay up a 


ſufficient: ſupply for them, boch for time 


pada eternity. 
3. It pleaſed the Father chat c 8.5 


neſs ſhould dwell in Chriſt; becauſe he 


conſidered him as the: moſt proper perſon | 


to truſt with it. It is well for us, that it is 
not put into our on hands at once, but 
by degrees, as we ſtand in need of it; it 


e not have been ſafe in our own keep- 
Ir is well for us, it was not put into 


br 60435 of Adam, our firſt parent, our 
natural and fœderal head, where it might 


have been loft, It is woll for us, it was 
not put into the bands of angels, who, 


as they are creatures, and ſo unfit for ſuch 


2 trüſt, were alſo in their creation- ſtate 
mutable creatures, as the apoſtacy of many 


of them abundantly declare. The Father 


faw that none was fit for this truſt but his 
Son, and therefore it Pleaſed him to com- 


mit it to him. | „ 
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4. It is the will and pleaſure of God 
on all grace ſhould come to us through 


Chriſt, | If God will commune with us, 


it muſt be from off the mercy-ſeat Chriſt 
Jeſus. If we have any fellowſhip with 
the Father, it muſt be with him through 
the Mediator. If we have any grace from 
him who is the God of all grace, it muſt 

come to us in this way; for Chriſt alone 
is the way, the truth, and the life; not 
only the way of acceſs to God, and accep- 
rance with him, but of the conveyance. of 
all grace, of all the bleſſings of grace unto 


us. Now inaſmuch as it is the pleaſure 


of the Father that all fulneſs of nature, 
grace, and glory, ſhould dwell in CG 


the Mediator, this,” © 
(..) Sets forth the glory of Chriſt. One 


conſiderable branch of Chriſt's glory, as 


Mediator, [lies in his being full of grace 
end truth; which ſouls, ſenüble of their 


oon wants, behold with pleaſure. Tis 


this which makes him fairer than the chil- 
Aren of men, becauſe grace, the fulneſs of 


At, i poured into bis lips. Tis this which 


makes him appear to be white and rudah, 


"the chiefeft among ten thouſands, and look =, 


o E even - altogether” lovely, in-the 
view of all that know him. Tis this 


Which makes him e ec iaas to, 


8 John 0 651. A Fo u o 
Lait E and 
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and ſo highly valued: and . BY: all 
them that belzeve. - 1/1 

(a.) This inſtructs us where to go for 
a ſupply. The Egyptians, in the ſeven 
years of famine, when they cried; to Pha- 
raob for bread, he having ſet Joſeph over 

his ſtore · houſes, bids them go to him, 
ſaying, Gg unte Foſeph; what be faith 
to yu, do d. Chriſt is by-his Father made 
bead over. all things to the church. He is 
our-antitypical Fo/eph, who has our whole 
Rock of grace in bis hand: All the trea- 
ſures of it are hid in him; he has the en- 
tire diſpoſal of it, and therefore to him 
ſhould we go for whatſoever we ſtand in 
nerd of. And this we, may be ſure of, 
that there is nothing we want but What is 
in him; and nothing in him ſuitable for 
us, but be wWill readily and cd | 
Nicage mi 27d ate { 
5 3.) This directs us to give all the glory 
of har we have to God, through Chriſt; 


F 8 3 5 fihce he is the Way of the conveyance 
> "of 


all grace unto us, Gy bim t bergfore let us 
ofer en be ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, | 
bat it, the fruit * our lips giving thanks 
unto luis name . It is by the grace of God 
in Chriſt, dhrougb him and from him, we 
ate what we are; tis that which bas made 


9 ary to dier from Another. We HANS: e 


* 2 52 
; ; 
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The Fulneſs of. the Mediator. 3 5 
thing but what we have in a way of re- 
ceiving, nothing but what we have re- 
ceived. out of the fulneſs of Chriſt; and 
therefore we ſhould not glory, as though 
we had not received it; But if any of 

glory, let us glory in this; that Chriſt 78 
of God made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſ- 
feeſe, and fanttification, and redemption”, 
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1 abide _ vindicated, againſt Objections eb 

and modern; ſeveral. Verſions nt WT £9 
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explain 'd in proper and uſeful Obſervations. To which is 
added, the Targum or Chaldee Paraphraſe upon the whole 
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